
Joondiburri Country – Bribie Island
This is my country
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A Growing 
Problem

• Not even our ancestors could 
predict this…

• How do you bring a place back 
from the brink?

• Council wrote an action plan

• BUT 

• Like many action plans it missed 
some important parts! 

• What about the oyster reefs…?



The Problem

• Oysters are tasty like other fisheries species

• And their shells make good for road base and lime for 
cement 

• Overharvesting has contributed to their decline globally

• It seems poor water quality has prevented them coming 
back



Oyster Harvesting –
Economically Important

• Live oysters and dead shell base 
extracted

• Transportation of oysters to market 
along the east coast

• Overharvesting key component in 
decline

Smith 1981



Oyster Reefs Globally 
Threatened
• 85% lost or severely degraded 

• Oyster reefs are immensely valuable fish 
habitats and provide substantial ecological 
services

• Ecosystem Engineers – creating structural 
habitat provides hiding places for fish and 
other creatures

• Lungs of an estuary – each oyster filters a 
bathtub of water per day!

• Shoreline protection

• Total value estimated at US$99,000.Ha-1.Yr-1

Image: Dr Simon Walker



Extensive rock 
oyster reef at 

Toorbul Point -
1906 



Rock oysters left 
at Toorbul Point -

2011 

Image: Dr Ben Diggles



Unfortunately, Historic 
Changes Shape our 
Contemporary View

• Shifting Baselines present a 
conundrum for knowing what to 
restore and where

• Easily forgotten with generational 
change

• Good baselines are needed for 
restoration to:
• RECOVER what has been lost 

• OR MAINTAIN what remains



Restoration - A 
Possible Solution

We could try to restore the place

BUT unlikely to get back to the way it was 



Restoration Is A Positive 
Growth Industry

• A mechanism to maintain or improve 
functional habitats now, for the future

• ‘Blue Infrastructure’ that has valuable 
ecological functions is a good investment 

• Great generator of ‘green’ jobs (17 jobs per 
US $1 million spent)

• You need to know where you have come 
from to know where you are going

• Success needs strong vision vested in the 
community that will benefit from change



Traditional Knowledge can help… 
• Engaging with indigenous people is important

• Existing framework for engagement through the EPBC Act… BUT…

• Sometimes just asking a question or starting the conversation makes 
all the difference… and can be the difference between a Boiler Maker 
& Environmental Restoration Practitioner 



Image: http://gulfprogram.ucsd.edu/blog/fisheries/discussing-mangrove-ecosystem-services-at-the-2014-afs-meeting/
Source: QLD State Library

We can’t change the past, but 
can set us on the right track 
for the future…

Ensure that critical habitats remain part 
of a healthy & functional seascape 
capable of weathering the storm, 
providing clear water and productive 
food sources for generations to come. 

http://gulfprogram.ucsd.edu/blog/fisheries/discussing-mangrove-ecosystem-services-at-the-2014-afs-meeting/


This is Joondiburri Country 
– Fred Palin – Joondiburri Elder

What we do here matters!
We all live here so we all have a duty to protect and look after the place

Through healing our Country, we are all healed


