Bribie Island Oyster Gardening - Creature Feature 3 – September 2017
Pleated sea squirt
“What are those white sea squirt things that settle on the outside of the oyster baskets, clogging the mesh
and making them heavy. Should we remove them ? Gail Greening.

Figure 1 (above an inset). These are pleated sea squirts (Styela plicata). They are a highly invasive sea
squirt that has been spread widely around the world on shipping and in ballast water. They are not native
to Australia but were recorded in Sydney Harbour as early as 1878 and spread to Moreton Bay sometime
in the 20th century. These sea squirts are relatively poor filter feeders compared to oysters. They are also
relatively heavy and block water flow into the oyster baskets, so they should be promptly removed by
hand or by using a scrubbing brush or a high pressure water blaster.
Snotweed (Ectocarpus faciculatus)
“Do you know anything about the snotweed that is
blooming in the passage at the moment? We just got back
from Fraser Island where we saw it on the surf beach for
the first time ever. It wraps around the lines and clogs in
the rod guides, making it virtually impossible to fish”
John Cramb.
Figure 2 (left). Snotweed is a brown algae scientists call
Ectocarpus faciculatus. It now blooms annually in
Pumicestone Passage during late winter when water
clarity improves to over 2 meters, and water
temperatures began to rise from winter lows (from 16°C
to 19°C). Snotweed blooms are a classical sign of
eutrophication – not good ! For a video of this algae
clogging experimental reef units in August 2016, see
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-LPOPAMek5w

False scorpionfish

Figure 3. If you see these little fellows in your oyster garden, don’t worry, they are not a stonefish, but a
false scorpionfish (Centrogenys vaigiensis). They grow to around 20 cm long but most of the ones we see
in oyster gardens are juveniles less than 5 cm. They are a reef associated species that feeds on small fish,
shrimps and crabs. Being false scorpionfish their spines are not venomous, but as you can see the
juveniles are very spiky so make sure you always wear your gloves when sorting/cleaning your oysters.
Jelly prawns

Figure 4. As the water warms up you may see more of these very small shrimp flicking in and around
your gardens. Often mistaken for juvenile prawns, these “jelly prawns” are actually Sergestid shrimp
(Acetes sibogae australis) that don’t grow any larger than 35 mm. Jelly prawns can be distinguished from
juvenile penaeid prawns by the absence of the rostrum (the spike between the eyes). They feed on
phytoplankton, small zooplankton and bacteria, form large schools, live for less than 6 months and are an
important food source for predatory fish.
For more information on oyster gardening on Bribie Island, and our broader shellfish reef restoration
efforts, please see http://restorepumicestonepassage.org/oyster-gardening/

